
 
We meet online via Google Meetings. If you’re interested, please send your email address to Cindy Sharitt, 
and she will send you the link. Feel free to call/email with any questions. Happy Reading!  
Cindy Sharitt  casnfl@yahoo.com or 706-577-1815. 

 

January 17, 2021 
The Book of Longings By: Sue Monk Kidd 
Sue Monk Kidd takes an audacious approach to history and brings her acclaimed 
narrative gifts to imagine the story of a young woman named Ana. Raised in a wealthy 
family with ties to the ruler of Galilee, she is rebellious and ambitious, with a brilliant mind 
and a daring spirit. She engages in furtive scholarly pursuits and writes narratives about 
neglected and silenced women. Ana is expected to marry an older widower, a prospect 
that horrifies her. An encounter with eighteen-year-old Jesus changes everything. 

Their marriage evolves with love and conflict, humor and pathos in Nazareth, where Ana 
makes a home with Jesus, his brothers, and their mother, Mary. Ana’s pent-up longings 
intensify amid the turbulent resistance to Rome’s occupation of Israel, partially led by her 

brother, Judas. She is sustained by her fearless aunt Yaltha, who harbors a compelling secret. When Ana 
commits a brazen act that puts her in peril, she flees to Alexandria, where startling revelations and greater 
dangers unfold, and she finds refuge in unexpected surroundings. Ana determines her fate during a stunning 
convergence of events considered among the most impactful in human history. 

Grounded in meticulous research and written with a reverential approach to Jesus’s life that focuses on his 
humanity, The Book of Longings is an inspiring, unforgettable account of one woman’s bold struggle to realize 
the passion and potential inside her, while living in a time, place and culture devised to silence her. It is a 
triumph of storytelling both timely and timeless, from a masterful writer at the height of her powers. 

Conversation with the author: https://www.wnyc.org/story/sue-monk-kidd-book-longings/  

 
February 21, 2021 
Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You 
By: Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi 
Reynolds lends his signature flair to remixing Kendi’s award-winning Stamped from the 
Beginning into a powerful “not a history book” primer on the historical roots and 
present-day manifestations of antiblack racism in America. In five sections, Reynolds’s 
conversational text discusses the influential figures, movements, and events that have 
propagated racist ideas, beginning in 1415 with the publication of the infamous work 
that laid the groundwork for subsequent religious justifications of enslaving African 
peoples and continuing through the “war on drugs” and #BlackLivesMatter. Employing 
a format that hews closely to Kendi’s original, Reynolds discusses and differentiates 
between segregationist (“a hater”), assimilationist (“a coward”), and antiracist 

(“someone who truly loves”) rhetoric via figures such as Angela Davis, W.E.B. DuBois, Thomas Jefferson, and 
Cotton Mather. Short chapters, lively phrasing, and intentional breaks help maintain a brisk, compelling pace. 
Told impressively economically, loaded with historical details that connect clearly to current experiences, and 
bolstered with suggested reading and listening selected specifically for young readers, Kendi and Reynolds’s 
volume is essential, meaningfully accessible reading. 
 
Conversation with the author: https://www.npr.org/2020/03/14/814630039/a-history-book-that-isnt-finding-a-
way-to-teach-racism-to-a-new-generation  
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March 21, 2021 
All the Light We Cannot See  By: Anthony Doerr 
Marie Laure lives with her father in Paris within walking distance of the Museum 
of Natural History where he works as the master of the locks. When she is six, 
she goes blind, and her father builds her a model of their neighborhood, every 
house, every manhole, so she can memorize it with her fingers and navigate the 
real streets with her feet and cane. When the Germans occupy Paris in June of 
1940, father and daughter flee to Saint-Malo on the Brittany coast, where Marie-
Laure’s agoraphobic great uncle lives in a tall, narrow house by the sea wall. 

In another world in Germany, an orphan boy, Werner, grows up with his younger 
sister, Jutta, both enchanted by a crude radio Werner finds. He becomes a 
master at building and fixing radios, a talent that wins him a place at an elite and 
brutal military academy and, ultimately, makes him a highly specialized tracker 
of the Resistance. Werner travels through the heart of Hitler Youth to the far-
flung outskirts of Russia, and finally into Saint-Malo, where his path converges 

with Marie-Laure’s. 

Conversation with the author: https://www.npr.org/2014/05/25/314566791/world-war-ii-in-a-new-light-empathy-
found-in-surprising-places  
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