
                              WEEK FOUR…GOING BEYOND THE MINIMUM 

Statement…Sermon on the Mount, properly understood and seriously 

practiced, is over the top. It will stretch us in ways that we have never 

been stretched and challenge the way we think, and how we live. This 

week’s lesson is a classic example: 
             IF SOMEONE ASKS FOR YOUR COAT, GIVE HIM YOUR CLOAK TOO. IF HE ASKS 

             YOU TO GO 1 MILE, GO THE 2ND MILE. 

  We are to give more than is expected, to go beyond the minimum. 

Jesus deserves no less than our best. He gave more than his bare 

minimum. There are blessings we receive only by giving extra effort.       
   

Jesus’ 4th Choice…his call to go the 2nd mile struck a nerve. The Jews 

lived under Roman rule who treated them as slaves. Soldiers could 

give any Jew an order to run errands or do menial tasks. Living as an 

occupied Roman province, this left them with 3 equally bad choices: 
       SELL OUT: COMPROMISE. THEY WORKED THE SYSTEM, TAX COLLECTORS 

          GET OUT: LEAVE. DON’T CONTAMINATE YOURSELF, LIVE IN SECLUSION  

          REVOLT: THE PATH OF ZEALOTS LIKE BARRABAS, STIRRED UP UNREST  

 Jesus gave a 4th choice: humility. To serve those who hate you, to 

forgive those who hurt you. To retaliate, not in KIND, but in KINDESS. 

            Ever walked the 2nd mile, or done more than is necessary? How  

             did it happen? How did others react to what you did? 

  His words are a sober reminder: we often settle for less than our best. 

We want to SERVE JESUS but let other things get in our way. Do we want 

to appear one day before Jesus, only to hear him say to us? 

             If you love those who love you and do good to those who do  

             good to you, what credit is that to you? 

 

Convenient Christianity…serving Christ ought to create as many 

problems as it solves. Our lives would be less complicated if we didn’t 

serve him. The sad truth: Christianity is too convenient. Some want 

everything God can give without giving anything up; they want to BUY IN 

without SELLING OUT. They claim to trust God but have no intention of 

reordering their lives. They serve but only when no one else can be 

found to serve. They give but only under compulsion. They never step 

up or stand out; they prefer to blend in and stay quiet. 
 

YOUR MISSION…we either live out our God-given mission or we end up 

live life as an INTERMISSION, always waiting for SOMETHING TO BEGIN, 

stuck in HOLDING PATTERNS, and wondering if God can use us.  

     There is a SET OF TASKS with your name on it. What is your mission? 


