
Epiphany

Epiphany [January 6 in our liturgical calendar] is the celebration of God’s manifestation 
or self-revelation to the world in Jesus Christ. In particular, we celebrate the revelation 
of God’s promise and purpose to the nations of the world, as the magi came from the 
East to worship the Christ child, and God’s covenant of grace is extended to all who 
believe the good news of Christ Jesus. The symbolism of light is important: not only 
because of the star that guided the magi, but as it relates to the bright dawning of 
God’s self-revelation in Christ.

	 	 	 	 	 	 from Companion to the Book of Common Worship


The word “epiphany” (from the Greek epiphaneia or theophaneia) means “appearance” 
or “manifestation” of God, and has roots in the word for sunrise or dawn.


For Christians, Christmas marks the coming of God to us; Epiphany celebrates the 
appearance of the Lord in the midst of humanity. The Christmas stories of the birth of 
Immanuel declare the divine entry; Epiphany extols the revelation of God to the world 
in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. In our celebrations of Christmas and Epiphany we 
rejoice in the dawning and the arising of Light in darkness. Epiphany not only discloses 
the Savior to the world but also calls the world to show forth Christ, to be witnesses to 
God’s true Light. The timeless mystery of the incarnation, God in flesh, leads us forth to 
show and tell of Christ as God’s gift of grace and salvation for all persons. Some call 
this ongoing epiphany the work of Christmas.


from presbyterianmission.org.

	 	 Adoration of the Magi

	 	 Bartholomaus Zeitblom, 1455-1522

	 	 Museum of Fine Arts, Boston




Epiphany Star Words

The worship committee invites you to participate in Epiphany Star Words, a devotional exercise 
for the coming year. After you receive communion, or as you leave after worship, please take a 
star from one of the side tables. On the reverse of each star is a word. Please select stars 
without turning them over, so that the word is “given” to you rather than chosen by you. When 
you get home, place the star somewhere you will see it often, perhaps on the refrigerator, on a 
mirror, in an often-used drawer, or similar place.


During the coming year, prayerfully look and listen for God’s guidance related to your word:

	 

	 Ask yourself if this word makes you feel comforted or challenged.

	 

	 Look up the dictionary definition of your word.

	 

	 Use an internet search to look for your word in scripture. (Versions vary, so you might 	 	
	 also search for synonyms of your word.)

	 

	 Pray and meditate on your word. Allow God to open doors and spark ideas in your 	 	
	 heart and mind.

	 

	 If you are so inclined, journal, write poetry, or make art in response to God’s working in 	 	
	 your life as related to your word. We welcome you to share these tangible responses in 		
	 our church newsletter anytime over the next 12 months. 


Can God really move in your life through a word on a paper star? God moves in mysterious 
ways. May we be open to the leading of the Spirit in this simple prayer practice as we continue 
our journey of faith in the new year.


	 	 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness. 
	 	 Christ, be our light! Shine on your church, gathered today.


